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Welcome

Welcome to the Craigneil wind farm  
public exhibition.
Electricity Supply Board (ESB) is currently preparing an Environmental 
Statement for an 11-turbine wind farm on moorland at Rickarton located 
approximately 6.5km to the north west of Stonehaven and 11 km south 
east of Banchory. The Craigneil proposal will generate enough electricity 
for more than 26,100 homes.*    

We held initial exhibitions in December 2016 attended by 41 local residents, and have had 
numerous comments on our project website. Thank you for your feedback so far. We have  
tried where appropriate to take people’s comments on board and to refine the proposal to 
reflect them where possible.

This event is intended to allow you to learn more about the proposal, get answers to any 
questions you may have and to put forward your views and opinions. It is intended to provide  
an opportunity for you to have your say.

If the wind farm is approved, it will include a community benefit offering. We would like to get 
the views of as many community members as possible to understand local preferences and 
possible requirements regarding the use of the fund.

Your feedback is important and we would be grateful if you would please take the time to 
complete our feedback questionnaire.

Electricity Supply Board
Established in 1927, ESB is now Ireland’s foremost energy company. ESB is working towards 
a brighter, more sustainable energy future by investing in low carbon generating technologies, 
building smarter electricity networks and working with others to find innovative solutions to 
today’s energy challenges.  

In Great Britain, ESB currently owns three wind farms, two Combined Cycle Gas Turbine 
(CCGT) power plants and a biomass plant: 

West Durham Wind Farm – 24MW wind farm in County Durham; 

Fullabrook Down Wind Farm – 66MW wind farm in North Devon; and 

Mynydd y Betws Wind Farm – 35 MW wind Farm in Carmarthenshire, Wales 

Corby Power – 350MW Combined Cycle Gas Turbine power plant in Northamptonshire; 

Carrington Power – 880MW Combined Cycle Gas Turbine power plant in Manchester; 

Tilbury Power – 40MW Biomass Plant in Essex. 

There are also a number of projects under development, including a newly approved  
CCGT plant, Knottingley Power, which will be built near Wakefield.

You can find out more at www.esb.ie

*   Based on ‘average’ UK domestic electricity consumption 
of 3,938 kWh/pa, as used by BEIS, candidate turbine 
model Siemens 3.2-113 and a capacity factor of 31% 
which is the average capacity factor for onshore wind 
over the last 5 years taken from data issued in the 
Digest of United Kingdom Energy Statistics  
July 2016.
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Our proposal
•   11-turbine wind farm of approximately 35MW 

•   On moorland at Rickarton located approximately 6.5km to the north west of Stonehaven  
and 11 km south east of Banchory 

•   The Craigneil proposal will generate enough renewable electricity for more than  
26,100 homes  

•   The turbines will be a maximum of 135 metres high to the tip of the blades 

•   In addition to the turbines, the wind farm will consist of a substation and control building,  
a permanent meteorological mast, access from the A957 and access tracks serving the 
turbine locations. There will also be the potential to integrate battery storage within the  
wind farm 

•   At the end of the projects economic life, the turbines will be removed from the site in line  
with standard planning conditions



Proposed Craigneil  
Wind Farm

Why Craigneil?
•   Site was selected after a lengthy process to identify potential wind farm sites across the UK

•   Landscape sensitivities as well as planning, environmental and technical criteria have been 
considered   

•   The site is an exposed location, with predominantly open moorland currently used for low 
intensity grazing

•   The site has good wind speeds without national or international statutory designations

•   Comprehensive studies into the potential environmental effects of the wind farm have been 
completed and will be contained in an Environmental Statement which will accompany a 
planning application that is likely to be submitted later in 2017

•   Suitable Local Infrastructure – electricity and road networks

Contains Ordnance Survey data © Crown copyright,  
All rights reserved. 2016 Licence number 0100031673
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Construction
•    Construction of the wind farm will last approximately 18 months depending on weather 

conditions and ecological considerations

•    Activities will largely be restricted to the site itself

•    Construction traffic will access the site off the main A957, following a new access track

•    Delivery of larger components will be subject to agreement with the local authorities to 
minimise delays on public roads

•    A Meet the Buyer event will be organised for local/regional companies who are seeking 
supply chain opportunities
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Traffic and  
Highways:
•    Turbine delivery anticipated to be from the  

Port of Dundee

•    Access onto site via a new entrance on the  
Slug Road

•    Swept Path Analysis has been completed

Environmental Impact Assessment
Extensive surveys have been carried out, allowing the development of 
a site layout and construction techniques that minimise environmental 
impacts including:   

•     Landscape and visual amenity 

•     Traffic and highways

•     Noise 

•     Ornithology and Ecology

•     Socio Economics

•     Archaeology and cultural heritage

Noise
•     Design of turbines has progressed since the early days of wind farms

•     Modern models are much quieter than earlier versions

•     Background noise surveys have been completed to establish the existing baseline noise 
levels at nearby properties.

•     Craigneil wind farm has been designed to meet national guidance on acceptable noise levels 
for wind energy schemes.
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Ornithology and Ecology Surveys
The following surveys have been undertaken as part of the  
Environmental Statement preparation:

•    Extended Phase 1 habitat 

•    National Vegetation Classification 

•    Bat and Reptile Activity 

•    Terrestrial Mammal and Fish Habitat 

•    Vantage Point 

•    Variety of bird wildlife studies including:

– Moorland Breeding

– Breeding Raptor and Owl Searches

– Breeding Black Grouse

•    Winter Walkovers

Visual impact

Telecommunications

•    Photomontages of the wind farm have been completed from a range of different viewpoints

•    Including A957 and Stonehaven

•    Assessments have been completed to confirm that the wind farm will have no impact  
on links from the Cairn Mon Earn Telecommunication Towers 

•    Terrestrial television is also unlikely to be impacted and should the development be 
consented, a baseline survey will be completed before construction so that where 
unacceptable impacts have occurred as a result of the development, they can be  
identified and a solution provided
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Design Rationale
A professional landscape assessment was undertaken as part of the early 
design process

Constraints were mapped to establish the developable area and two distinct areas were 
identified; Craigneil Hill on the western part of the site and Bawdy Craig adjacent to  
Meikle Carewe.

Several layout options were generated based on two turbine sizes across the two  
development areas.

The design review conclusion was that from a landscape and visual perspective a separate 
wind farm on the Craigneil Hill area was preferred for reasons that include;

•     The topography between Meikle Carewe and the Bawdy Craig does not lend itself to an 
immediately adjacent extension

•     Turbines on the Craigneil part of the site would be less visible from Deeside due to screening 
from Cairn mon Earn

•     Siting turbines on the highest part of the site at Craigneil is consistent with the design 
precedent set by Meikle Carewe

Comments received from our first exhibitions have been carefully considered and,  
where possible, implemented. Examples include:

•   Investigating the possibility of linking the access tracks to mountain biking trails  
in Durris Forest

•   Maximising distance between turbines and Elsick Mounth Drovers Road
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Blade tip – Zone of Theoretical Visibility (ZTV)

The Zone of Theoretical Visibility (ZTV) represents the geographical area over which the 
development could theoretically be seen. It is based on a Digital Terrain Model (DTM) and is 
shown on a map. The ZTV shows both areas where the development will not be visible (no 
colour) and where it is most likely to be visible (purple colour). It also shows how many of 
the wind turbines are likely to be visible. The visibility of the development is based on a ‘bare 
ground’ situation – i.e. a model of the landscape without screening structures or vegetation. 
It indicates theoretical visibility only - that is, areas within which there may be visibility, but in 
reality the development may not actually be visible due to screening which is not represented 
by the terrain model. The ZTV also does not show what the development would look like, or 
convey the nature or scale of visual effects, for example whether the full amount of the turbine 
is visible, or just the smallest part of the turbine blades; nor does it show the diminishing scale 
of the development with distance. Separate photomontage visualisations are provided to 
represent the appearance of the development.
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Viewpoint Location

Craigneil Meikle Carewe

Viewpoint 1: Elsick Mounth (Auquhollie Wood)

Existing Photograph

Wireline Drawing

Photomontage

View images at a comfortable arm’s length

Viewpoint Data:
•  Grid Reference - 383006 E 789835 N

•  Eye Level - 128.56m

•  Direction of View - 291°

•  Distance to Nearest Turbine - 2.42 km

•  Baseline Field of View - 120°

•  Photomontage Field of View - 53.5°
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Craigneil Meikle CareweMid Hill 1 & 2
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Wireline Drawing
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Viewpoint Data:
•  Grid Reference - 387757 E 784877 N

•  Eye Level - 77.17m

•  Direction of View - 310°

•  Distance to Nearest Turbine - 9.25 km

•  Baseline Field of View - 90°

•  Photomontage Field of View - 53.5°

Viewpoint 2: Stonehaven War Memorial

View images at a comfortable arm’s length
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Viewpoint 3: Cookney
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•  Eye Level - 160.66m

•  Direction of View - 252°

•  Distance to Nearest Turbine - 5.95 km

•  Baseline Field of View - 90°

•  Photomontage Field of View - 53.5°

Tullo & Extension

Clochnahill

View images at a comfortable arm’s length
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Viewpoint 4: A93, Milltimber
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Viewpoint Data:
•  Grid Reference - 386365 E 801727 N

•  Eye Level - 51.47m

•  Direction of View - 210°

•  Distance to Nearest Turbine - 11.24 km

•  Baseline Field of View - 90°

•  Photomontage Field of View - 53.5°

View images at a comfortable arm’s length



Proposed Craigneil  
Wind Farm

Benefits

Economic Benefits
•    There will be direct and indirect economic benefits arising from the development

•    Local jobs during the construction period

•    Range of civils and variety of other contracts available for tender

•    Once operational, a number of full-time maintenance jobs will be created

•    Further opportunities for companies supplying goods and services

•    Local companies will be encouraged to tender for works

•    A “Meet the Buyers” day will be organised to encourage and help local companies put 
themselves forward for contract opportunities. Please leave your contact details with  
a member of the team, if you wish to register your interest 

Community Benefits
Thank you for the comments and suggestions received  
so far about managing and spending the Community  
Benefit Fund, should the project be consented. We will  
be carefully considering them all.

•     ESB will contribute £5k per MW installed each year  
to a community benefit scheme

•     This could equate to £176,000 per year and £4.4m  
over the life of the project, depending on final turbine  
choice

•     ESB will set up an independently managed community  
benefit fund

•     There are a wide range of community benefit options

•     We are keen to understand the preferences of people  
living locally in order to develop a scheme that best  
meets local needs

•     We will be taking the opportunity to get the views of  
as many community members as possible during the  
consultation process to understand local preferences
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Climate change – a burning issue
•    Global warming has become one of the most alarming and urgent challenges facing the planet  

•    Generating electricity from fossil fuels is one of the biggest causes of rising carbon dioxide 
emissions, a key factor behind higher temperatures

•    Despite measures to improve energy efficiency and/or reduce consumption, it is likely  
that world-wide economic development and growing populations will lead to a doubling  
in demand for electricity between 2002 and 2030*

•    Renewable energy sources include sunlight, wind, waves and tides, which are continuously 
replenished and will never run out

•    Wind power is currently the most economical and technically advanced low carbon 
generation, producing no carbon dioxide emissions (the main greenhouse gas associated 
with climate change) or other pollutants

•    Wind power also assists in creating a more balanced energy supply for the UK  
and contributes to reducing dependency on fossil fuels such as gas and coal 

•    Scotland now generates around 57% of its electricity from renewable sources, and the 
Scottish Government has set a target of 100% of electricity from renewable sources  
by 2030

•    Wind power makes an important contribution towards Scotland’s overall renewable energy 
targets. It is free and available in abundant quantities, with the potential to create local 
employment as well as reduce the use of fossil fuels

*   World Energy Outlook Report 2004 – International 
Energy Agency
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Next steps

Contact Us

With the relevant surveys complete, an Environmental Statement is being prepared, ready  
for submission later this year. The proposals will be considered by Aberdeenshire Council, 
together with representations from local people and other consultees before a decision  
is made.

When the planning application is submitted there will be a further consultation period  
during which members of the public can make representations to Aberdeenshire Council.

Website:   www.craigneilwindfarm.co.uk

Freephone:  0800 169 5290

Email:    info@craigneilwindfarm.co.uk

Post:     FREEPOST CONSULTATION


